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Celebrating lifelong friendships formed at the Sabes JCC

Jake Garber, 97, will sponsor Jake's Gin
Rummy Tournament at the Sabes JCC Golf
and Games Event on Aug. 12 — and spend time
with his longtime friend, Thomas Friedman

By TAMAR FENTON

Humble. Self-deprecating. Grate-
ful.

And Jake Garber is almost a cen-
tenarian, having been bormn the same
year that Alexander Graham Bell made
his first telephone call

Garber would sneak out through a
classroom window in order 1o get
downtown and sell more candy, news-
papers, loysor ice cream to downtown
customers. On his 16th birthday, the
school principal informed Garber
that he didn’t need to sneak out of

the window anymore

te Thomas Watson.
During his 97 years,
Garber has wilnessed
incredible changes in
the world and has also
made his mark.

But don’t expect
him to tell you abou
his many accomplish-
ments, a5 e isn't in-
terested in recognition

orindrawing any atten-

tion 1o himself. What he ¥

does love to talk about Tom Friodman
is the old Northside, his

family and friends, and the importance

of the Sabes JCC in his life.

Giarber is one of only two surviv-
ing members of the original 17 boys
who formed the “Flashes Club” at
the old Emanvel Coben Center on the
Morthside, These fiendships that were
built and strengthenad while hanging
out ot the forerunner 1o the Sabes
JCC, helped shape Garber's sense of
responsibility to his community and
1o his friends.

Garber's father passed away when
he was just 13 years old, forcing him
into the role of “man of the house ™
Alwaysclever, but not a great student,
Garber took his responsibility to help
support his family serfously and came
up with creative ways (o bring money
imo the household before he even
stanted high school.

Looking for a competitive edge
over other boys working after school,

because he was being
kicked out of school.
That was fine with
Garber — it just gave
him meore ime o find
ways to make a buck.

When World War 11
broke out, Garber en-
listed, and was stationed
al Pearl Harbor and
later in Guam. When
he returmned from the
war, he initially won-
dered what he would
do next, given that he
had no diploma, no training and no
prospects. He figured he had nothing
o lose when his friend

When Friedman passed away,
Garber and another “Flashes Club”
member, Morrie Berenberg, became
friends and mentors o Friedman's
children, including his son Tommy,
whom the world now knows as Pu-
litzer Prize-winning author Thomas
Friedman.

In 1954, the JCC was built in St.
Louis Park to reflect the changing
needs and demographics of the Jewish
community. Garber was so grateful for
the special times that *the Flashes™ had
shared at the Emanuel Cohen Center,
that when asked 1o donate 1o the new
JCC, e gladly “wrote out the largest
charitable donation I had ever made
up 1o that podnt to suppont the JOC.”

Since it first opened its doors,
Garber has come to the JOC almost
every day to play cards and be among
members of his community.

“When I'm at the JOC and [ see all
of the little kids, running and laugh-
ing and chasing each other, it's like
I'm in an opera house,” Garber said.
“It"s like seventh heaven to hear that
beautiful noise. The greatest things
ever invented are little kids. And tosee
them at the JOC, yelling and enjoying
themselves, that is a dream come true,
1"'m zo grateful for the JOC. It"s where

I spend my days with

suggested that they go
into the ball bearing
business together. With
surplus metal from the
war in great supply,
their small business,
United Bearing Com-
pany,quickly grew and
eventually became one
of the most success-
ful of its kind in the
CORITILTY.

\

friends. It’s perfect. |
wiouldn't know what to
do with my days if the
JOC wasn't here.”

On Monday, Aug.
12, the Sabes JOC will
homor the enduring con-
nection between Garber
and the Sabes JOC when
it inaugurates the first-
everJake's Gin Rummy
Tournament that will
become the newest ad-

Harold“Tggy"” Fried-
man, & lifelong friend
from the neighborhood
and afellow member of
the “Flashes Club,” joined the com-
pany atits inception. Garber describes
his dear friend as “the funniest and
greatest guy you'd ever wantio know.”

Jake Garber

dition to the Machers
Golfand Gamesevent,a
fundraiser fior the Sabes
JCC’s scholarship fund. And along
with 124 golfers, 100 people playing
mah-jongg or Canasta, and dozens
of folks who will play in Jake's Gin

Rummy Towrnament, Thomas Fried-
man will be there to pay tribute (o his
old friend, Jake Garber,

The entire community is welcome
to join in any of the games that day
or come 1o the community dinmer at 5
p.m. at Oak Ridge Country Club. The
dinner will include a keynote address
by NFL agent Blake Baratz, president

of the Institute for Athletes, who will
present “The Business of Sports.”

For information or to register, go to:
www. sabesjcc.org, orcontact Raleigh
Wolpert at: rwolpert®@sabesjcc.org or
952-381-3429.

Items needed for
holiday gift baskets

During September and October,
volunteers for B Yachad: Holiday
Baskets Together will collectinzms
to create gift baskets that will be
delivered to families in need. The
gift baskets will be assembled by
Jewish community volunteers in
Movember and will be distributed
by Jewish Family Service of 5t
Paul (JFS) during the Hanuka/
Christmas season.

Mew gift items (no used dona-
tions will be accepted) can be
dropped off in B"Yachad bins lo-
cated at participaling synagoguwes,
schools and community organiza-
tions. Items for alder adults are
especially neseded.

Suggested new items for dona-
tion include books, nonviolent toys
and games, sports items, an sets,
winter scarves, hats and mittens
for children and teens; and books,

toiletries, movie tickets, giftcands,
winter hats, scarves and gloves
for adulis.

Participating organizations
include Adath Israel Congrega-
tion; Beth Jacob Congregation,
BOND, JFS, Lubavitch Cheder
Day Schoal, Mount Zion Temple,
Oneg Shabbos V' Yom Tov, 5t. Paul
JDE: Shaller Family Sholom East
Campais, Talmud Torah of St. Paul,
Temple of Aaron and the Jewish
Federation of Greater St Paal.

Cash donations that can be used
o buy gift items and gift cands
are also appreciated, Monetary
coniribations can be sent toJewish
Family Service, attention: Debbie
Wertelney, 1633 W. Seventh 5t.. 5t
Paul, MN 55102;

For information, contact Ver-
telney at 651-698-0767 or: infod@
Ifssp.org.




